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Crystal Jonkman, Artistic Director & Anne Williford, Executive Director

May 2022
Welcome to the Greater Richmond Children’s Choir 2022-2023 season! The GRCC will be embarking on its 26th season this summer beginning with the summer choir camp - August 8-12, 9 – noon or 1 depending on level. Camp will be held at Westover Hills United Methodist Church, 1705 Westover Hills Blvd. 23225, and regular school year rehearsals will be held Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 8 N. Laurel St. beginning September 12th-13th.
The Treble Choir is the non-auditioned entry-level choir with unison, two-part, and some three-part repertoire. Treble Choir has fewer performances in order to spend more class time establishing a solid foundation in vocal production and note-reading skills. The Treble Choir is intended as a training choir for singers ages 8 to 16 to give them experience reading vocal music and singing in harmony. Many of our most skilled GRCC members in Pro Arte and Cavalieri attribute their success to the training they received in the Treble Choir. Treble Choir members should give rehearsals and performances a high priority in order to gain the full benefit of the experience both individually and as a team. 
The Concert Choir is the intermediate level choir for singers ages 8 to 17 who have more experience in vocal production and note-reading than the Treble Choir. Concert Choir sings at a high level of musicality but with less demanding repertoire and number of performances than Pro Arte and Cavalieri. For most of the members, the Concert Choir is a training ensemble for the advanced Pro Arte and Cavalieri, but some prefer to stay in the Concert Choir because the schedule fits their availability better and the music is still of a high quality. Concert Choir members are expected to give rehearsals and performances a high priority.

The Pro Arte Choir performs the most advanced repertoire and therefore requires of its members the highest skill level and the highest level of commitment to all rehearsals and performances. GRCC rehearsals and performances must take highest priority for membership in Pro Arte.

The Cavalieri Choir sings music for tenors and basses and is designed to address the issues of changing/changed voices. The directors have many years of experience working with boys’ changing voices, and particularly enjoy helping these young men make a healthy vocal adjustment as their voices mature. GRCC rehearsals and performances must take highest priority for membership in Cavalieri.

The Cantare Choir sings challenging repertoire composed for sopranos, altos, tenors and basses. The Choir consists of members of the Pro Arte and Cavalieri choirs and will meet during the time that their respective classes overlap.

All the directors gave careful consideration to the placement of all of the singers and made every effort to match each singer’s needs with the correct group. The enclosed letter will indicate your assignment. We hope that you are looking forward to working with us as much as we are looking forward to working with you. Please call Mrs. Crystal at 804-301-9976 if you have concerns about your placement. The GRCC continues to look for the best way to serve the needs of every singer.

The fee for the 2022-2023 season of GRCC is $495 per student for the entire season and includes camp. Families with two or more sibling members may take a discount of $25 for the second, third, etc. singer in the family. The $495 total includes both summer choir camp and the school year training. It is very important that all GRCC members, both returning and new, complete the required forms online http://www.grcchoir.org/forms/. Tuition fees may be paid by personal check (made payable to “GRCC,”) money order, or credit card. Payment should be made as follows:
One installment of $495 paid by July 10th or

Two installments of $255 each paid by July 10th and October 31st or
Six installments of $87.50 each paid monthly June-October

As you know, we are a non-profit organization operating on a budget and your prompt payment is appreciated. As in the past, limited need-based financial aid will be available in the form of quarter, half and full scholarships. To be considered, parents must submit a financial aid form as soon as possible. A new form must be completed each year a scholarship is requested. 
Each member must purchase performance attire from the GRCC supplier.  Approximate pricing for girls’ dresses is $65 and $65 for boys’ vests, pants, shirts and bowties.  A GRCC t-shirt must also be purchased at a cost of $13. Payment should be included with registration. A limited number of used dresses and vests are available for returning students to trade-in their attire for another size. 

Please review the preliminary calendar very closely.  http://www.grcchoir.org/performances We ask that you mark your calendar now with the GRCC dates listed through 2023. If you have conflicts or potential conflicts (such as advanced rounds in sports groups) please discuss this with Mrs. Crystal as well as the director of the other organization now! If you try out for a play or a sports team be sure to give those groups GRCC rehearsals and performances as a standing commitment. Sometimes we can work out a plan that allows both activities. Directors and coaches in every organization are happier to work with students who keep a calendar, make the commitment, and communicate openly. Sometimes we may recommend your child move to another GRCC choir. Sometimes choices simply need to be made from the myriad of activities available to our children and something needs to be dropped. If these issues arise after music parts have been assigned and learned, time does not permit us to make thoughtful decisions and necessary adjustments. Thank you for your consideration on this matter. 

If you have any questions regarding your fees, financial aid, or any other aspect of the season to come, please leave a message for me at 201-1894 or email me at grcchoir@gmail.com. Thank you for your support of this program and we are looking forward to a productive and happy year! We hope and are planning on everyone enrolling, and we ask you to return your enrollment materials by June 24th to confirm your plans with us. Thank you and have a lovely summer.

Sincerely,

Anne Williford

GRCC Executive Director
Complete your enrollment here: http://www.grcchoir.org/forms ASAP! 
Thank you!
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